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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management 

Educational Assessment Unit 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2017 
 

YEAR 11                            EUROPEAN STUDIES                   TIME: 1h 45min  
 

 

Name: _____________________________                  Class: _________________________ 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to 

attempt BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

PART I                                                                                                            (Total 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 

sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

With Malta being both a member of the Council of Europe and the European Union, many 

strategies are attempting to strengthen the Maltese welfare state, such as the European Social 

Charter by the former, and the Lisbon Agenda by the latter.  Moreover, the present and the 

future of Maltese social policy will be put into context of the European Social Model in order 

to address the challenges that many European welfare states are facing.   

 
(From: http://www.academia.edu/360125/Welfare_Regimes_Exploring_the_Maltese_Social_Policy_Model) 

 

1. What do you understand by the term ‘welfare state’? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

(2 marks) 

2. List FOUR common categories of people who receive welfare benefits. 
 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

(2 marks) 

 

http://www.academia.edu/360125/Welfare_Regimes_Exploring_the_Maltese_Social_Policy_Model
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3. How is the welfare system funded? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

(1 mark) 

4. What do you understand by the term ‘ageing population’? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(2 marks) 

5. What impact does an ageing population have on the Welfare State in Europe? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

(5 marks) 

6.  What measures can governments take to reduce this impact?  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

(5 marks) 
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Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

Although the number of European farmers has declined over the years, farming is still 

considered as a very important industry in Europe.  Europe is both a major exporter and the 

world’s largest importer of food, mainly from developing countries. 

 

1. What is the name of the EU’s agricultural policy? 
 

______________________________________________________________________

(1 mark) 

2. When did this policy come into being? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

(1 mark) 

3. What are its main aims? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

(4 marks) 

4. Name SIX agricultural products covered by this policy? 
 

 ___________________________          ___________________________ 
 

 ___________________________          ___________________________ 

 

 ___________________________          ___________________________ 
 

  (3 marks) 

 

5. What does the phrase ‘milk lakes and butter mountains’ refer to? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(2 marks) 
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6. Name THREE of the major criticisms of this policy. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(6 marks) 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

1. What do you understand by the following words or phrases: 

 

i. Freedom of association 

  _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks) 

ii. Collective bargaining 

  _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks) 

iii. Worker participation 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                             (2 marks) 
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iv. Work opportunities in an inclusive society 

  _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks) 

v. Safety at work 

 _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks) 

2. Discuss the measures taken by European countries to solve the problem of 

unemployment. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________

(7 marks) 
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Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

1. While the growth of industry, transportation and tourism is important for a country’s 

economic prosperity, this comes at a cost to the fragile environment and a country’s 

limited resources.  Discuss. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________   

(9 marks) 

2. The Camargue has often featured into discussions regarding the conservation of the 

environment.  Identify the distinctive features which make this area a remarkable one. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

(8 marks) 
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Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

1. Give ONE example of Islamic influence on European culture for EACH of the 

following aspects:  
 

i. Medicine  _____________________________________________________ 

ii. Architecture  _____________________________________________________ 

iii. Mathematics  _____________________________________________________ 

iv. Literature  _____________________________________________________  

(4 marks) 

2. Give ONE lasting effect that these inventions left on European society:  
 

 

i. Printing  _____________________________________________________ 

ii. Gunpowder  _____________________________________________________ 

iii. Steam-power  _____________________________________________________  

  (3 marks)  

3. Fascism originated in Italy during World War I and spread to other European countries.  

Discuss the main features of this political ideology. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

(4 marks) 

4.  Put the following terms under the corresponding political ideologies. 
 

Marxism free market economy classless society social equality constitution mixed economy 

 

 

Liberalism 
 

 

Socialism 
 

Communism 

 
  

 
  

 

(6 marks) 
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PART II                                                                                                               (Total 34 marks) 

 
Answer any TWO questions in essay form. 

 

Section 1 – Power and People 

 

With 57 participating states in North America, Europe and Asia, the OSCE is the world’s 

largest regional security organisation.  Discuss. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 2 – Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

Globalisation can be described as a process through which the people of the world are 

interconnected and function in a single large society.   

 

i. What do you understand by ‘economic globalisation’?                                         (7 marks) 

ii. What effect does globalisation have on the EU’s internal market?                       (10 marks) 

 

Section 3 – Demographic and Social Realities 

There is the concern that technological advancement may displace much of the manufacturing 

work force, creating widespread unemployment, social disruption and human hardship.  

Discuss with reference to the effect of technology on employment. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 4 – Europeans and their Environment 

 

Combined with a healthy diet, physical exercise and sports are beneficial to a person’s health 

and personality.  Discuss. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 5 – The Cultural Heritage 

 

It is said that North Americans are the trend setters of the world.  If you want to be ‘cool’ or 

‘in’, you should copy them.  Discuss ways in which North Americans influenced Europeans in 

the past 70 years by making reference to fashion, media and leisure. 

(17 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


